Correlation of disease activity in systemic necrotizing vasculitis with immune complexes.
Ninety-four sera from 23 patients with necrotizing vasculitis of the polyarteritis nodosa (PAN) type were examined for immune complexes by polyethylene glycol (PEG) precipitation. The presence of immune complexes in serum specimens was positively correlated with the presence of active disease in PAN (p less than .001). These complexes predicted active disease 93% of the time and their absence predicted a period of inactivity 54% of the time. The presence of hepatitis B markers, Clq immune complexes, rheumatoid factor, or low complement levels did not correlate with active disease. In 9 patients in whom serial specimens were tested for immune complexes there was a positive association of immune complexes and active PAN.